
Worthy Sirs and Brother Knights,
I wanted to take this time to congratulate 

you all on a successful year of charity, unity 
and fraternity.  Before we look ahead to the 
year to come, we should reflect on our past 
accomplishments.  In this issue, you will find 
a brief recap of where our council provided 
financial support.  Our Service Programs are 
very fluid and our initiatives are deliberately 
broad so that we are able to provide help as it is needed.  While we adopt 
a budget to help us focus our efforts, we do have some latitude on what 
we ultimately decide to undertake as a council.  It is important that we 
take advice from our members on what we should be supporting and it 
is good to know that we are in a position to help. 

I am very proud to announce that through our fund raising activities 
last year, we were able to raise over $12,000 that went directly to our 
service programs.  Of that amount, over 40 cents of every dollar went 
to our church, our priests, and our seminarians.  Aside from the support 
we gave to them directly, we also helped with altar flowers, supported 
special liturgies for the Blue Mass and Our Lady of Guadalupe; and we 
were able to provide scholarships for parishioners to be able to attend 
retreats.

Last year, we also spent over $1,500 to help our community through 
Thanksgiving food baskets, the St. Vincent de Paul, and to the City’s 
backpack drive.  For the Youth, we provided a combined $1,500 from the 
great results of the Fish Fry to all our youth ministries.  And through our 
Culture of Life Program, we continue to provide tangible support to the 
Guadalupe Home.  It is my hope that we can increase our impact in all of 
these areas in the coming year because it is through these efforts that we 
are a sign of God’s Love and Hope to those who most need it.

Finally, we have always been a fraternal FAMILY organization and it is 
through our families that we make up the domestic church.  Activities 
based around our families are essential to the success of our council.  We 
all know that without the support of our spouses and our children, we 
simply would not be able to do what we do.

So as we look to the 2018-19 slate of activities that are ahead, know 
that your hard work and dedication will certainly go to worthy causes.

Vivat Jesus!

Tony Cañez
Grand Knight
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Saint Vincent de 
Paul Food Pantry

For I was hungry, and 
you gave Me something 
to eat; I was thirsty, and 
you gave Me something 
to drink; I was a stranger, 

and you invited Me in;

- Matthew 25:35

The Society of St. 
Vincent De Paul 
offers assistance 
to those who 
have fallen upon 
times of hardship 
and personal 
crisis. We learn 
from the Gospel 
of Matthew that 
whatever we do 
for the least of 
our brethren we 
do for Christ. 
With this in mind, 
Brother Knights 
should bring a 
canned food or 
dry good to each 
council meeting 
or support the 
monthly food 
drive by donating 
food or collecting 
donations from 
parishioners. 

Council Food Drive in Support of the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society Food Pantry

Our Council continues to invite the parish to bring staples for the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society’s food pantry.  The Food Drive is held on the second weekend 
of every month and the Knight’s Food bins are placed in the foyer to accept the 
donations that are brought in.

St. Vincent de Paul provides assistance to many families in our community and 
we will continue to do our part to support this important ministry. All Brother 
Knights are invited to help before and after the Mass you attend to collect goods 
that will be brought in by parishioners and thank them for helping to improve 
the lives of people in need. Please contact Ruben Rosas for more info. (210) 
818-1230 

Bereavement / Crisis Notifications 
If you become aware of a death of a Knight or a Knight’s family member, 

please notify the Grand Knight, Tony Canez at 210-857-0789. If you know of a 
hospitalization of a Knight or know of a crisis situation where Knights may be 
in a position to help others, please call Brother Julio Rivera at 210-452-1650.



Bingo at Rosewood Nursing and Rehab Center September 20, 2014:

A great showing of Brother Knights is what started off this glorious day with the presence of P.G.K.  
J.T. Waggoner, Barney Ross, Chuck Rehome, Howard Gilluly and the mascot Spencer Gilluly. 
We were also Blessed to have twelve Residents join in the fun. Our first game was a Regular Bingo 

won by Ms. Helen Axe for fifty cents, who has become a very welcome regular lately. We proceeded ever so smoothly 
into a Cover-All that almost no one noticed till we heard “BINGO!!” from Ms Shirley McClard for the one dollar prize. 
She has been joining us more often too. Our next game, the Letter “X” for another dollar was won by one of our veteran 
players, Mr. Tony Delarosa, and he’s about to show everyone today how that veteran status pays off. The next game 
for another dollar was the Large Picture Frame won by guess who?? >> (hint: It’s the veteran). That’s right; Mr. Tony 
DeLarosa takes this one too. Everyone was watching Suspiciously to see if Mr. Tony has some sort of system and lo and 
behold, during the next game; a Small Picture Frame, Ms. Stacy White won fifty cents. She has also made her returns 
to the games more frequent. Just when we thought Mr. Tony DeLarosa’s streak had worn off, he came along and took the 
last dollar for the last Regular Bingo.

     The Residents and Brother Knights all enjoy this short one hour a month. This activity provides a simple form of 
companionship to the Residents that they may not get any other time of the month and it is always evident while we’re 
there and when it’s time to go. This activity is one of the many that you need five of to qualify for the A.C.E. award if you 
are pursuing that effort. 

     We always play on the third Saturday of each month from 10:00 - 11:00 am at the Rosewood Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center off Mesquite Pass off Kitty Hawk. If you have questions or concerns, please contact Howard A. Gilluly at (210) 
849-7199 or e-mail to hgilluly@gmail.com.

Looking forward to seeing ya’ll next month. God Bless.

Very Respectfully,
-SK Howard A. Gilluly
Worthy Trustee
Bingo Chairman   

Rise in the presence of  the aged, show 
respect for the elderly and revere your 
God. I am the LORD.

- Leviticus 19:32

Rosewood Nursing Center
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Bingo at Rosewood Nursing and Rehabilitation Center June 16, 2018: 

We were blessed to have nine Residents join in the fun who were assisted by Brothers, 
Sir Knights and their mascots Barney Ross, Joe Luera, Robert Dixon, Chuck 
Rehome, Chris Zellner and his mascot Oliver Zellner, W.G.K. Tony Canez, 

Howard Gilluly and his mascot Spencer Gilluly.

     Our first game was a fifty cent win for veteran player Mr. Tony DeLarosa in Regular Bingo. 
(He’ll be back again later) We flowed smoothly into a Cover-All which was a dollar win going to 
newcomer Ms. Barbara Salinas who will show everyone just what “Beginner’s Luck” looks like in 
a short time. As foretold; Mr. Tony DeLarosa returned to claim the fifty cent prize for the Letter”X” 
played next. Also coming back for the remaining “Beginner’s Luck” streak was Ms. Barbara Salinas 
to win both the Large and Small Picture Frame at one dollar and fifty cents respectively. Ms. Toni 
Medina, another veteran player won at the next Regular Bingo for fifty cents. Veteran player Mr. 
Allen Harris won the next Regular Bingo for fifty cents and we wrapped up this hour with a win 
of one dollar for Regular (Speed) Bingo going to Veteran player Ms. Maria Flores.

Bingo at Rosewood Nursing and Rehabilitation Center July 21, 2018:

 Today’s games were very well supported by Brothers and Families SK Gill Chagoya, Barney 
Ross, Robert Dixon, SK Joe Luera, Jeremy, Angela, and 9 month old Joseph Martin (who 
seemed to be having more fun than anyone), SK Howard Gilluly  and of course the faithful 
Bingo mascot Spencer Gilluly. All these Brothers and their Families were there for any needed 
assistance the ten Residents playing might have during the games.

     Our first game of Regular Bingo was won for a prize of fifty cents to veteran player Ms. Toni 
Medina. (She will return.) We coasted as unnoticeable as possible into a Cover-All which was won 
by decision to veteran player Ms. Marilyn Lane for a dollar. We had veteran player  Mr. Tony 
DeLarosa come in as the big winner of fifty cents in the Letter “X” game. Tony’s luck hasn’t been 
too good with Bingo lately, but today he will make up for some lost times. Our next game was 
the Large Picture Frame that had two winners at the same table. Both veteran player Mr. Allen 
Harris (who will return for more money as well) and somewhat new comer Ms. Amy Cowger 
won a dollar each, and we’re suspicious the may have ‘colluded’. We’re launching a full-scale 
investigation into the matter immediately. After all that excitement we played a Small Picture 
Frame for fifty cents that was won by... guess who??  Mr. Tony DeLarosa. And he’s still not finished 
yet! We returned to Regular Bingo to have probably the fastest game on record played. Veteran 
player Ms. Maria Flores managed a win with the first three numbers called with a Postage Stamp 
for fifty cents. WOW!! Mr. Tony DeLarosa and Mr. Allen Harris both did return for a win as warned 
in the next Regular Bingo for fifty cents each, and Ms. Toni Medina returned also in the following 
Regular Bingo to claim her win for that game. Our final game was for fifty cents and was won by 
veteran player Ms. Sheila Brown.

     All the Residents, Brother Knights, and their Families enjoy this fast-paced, high-stakes hour 
of fun. This activity takes place on the third Saturday each month from 10:00 - 11:00 am at 
Rosewood Nursing and Rehabilitation Center located at 7700 Mesquite Pass off Kitty Hawk in 
Converse Texas. This activity counts as one of the five activities necessary to qualify for the A.C.E. 
Wings award if you are pursuing that effort. If you have questions, comments, or concerns 
regarding this activity please contact Howard A. Gilluly at (210) 849-7188 or e-mail 

to hgilluly@gmail.com                          

God Bless.
Howard A. Gilluly
Bingo Chairman



Service Programs
St. Monica Knights of Columbus - Council 9681

This past Fraternal Year seemed to fly by and we are already planning our fall 
activities and events in support of our service programs.  As we look ahead to our 
Cowboys Bus Trip, the Casino Night with ACTS, and the fun Soccer and Free Throw 
events for the kids, let’s take a look back at the success we had this past year and 

review where our effort and hard work provided benefit to the community.

The Knights of Columbus, Council 9681 at Saint Monica Church has just completed our 30th 
year in existence! And this past year proved to be a very productive one that provided support 
to allow us to conduct our service programs.  The officers of our council truly appreciate all 
the time and effort that our members dedicate to our activities and we also appreciate the 
unending support of our parish community.  

After all the fish is fried, the pancakes syruped, and the buses have long gone, we are in the 
business of helping others.  This report is to give our members and our community direct 
information about who the Knights of Columbus at St. Monica are able to help through our 
fund raising efforts.  We are very pleased to be able to inform you that from all the activities 
that we have conducted between July 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018, we have donated over $10,000 

to charitable causes during the 
same time period.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
In 2017-18, forty cents of every 
dollar we donated was dedicated 
to supporting our parish priests 
and the church.  For the past 
many decades, our council has 
provided support to seminarian 
students who are studying to 
become priests and this year we 
continue this tradition by helping 
two young men, including St. 
Monica’s own, Edward Gonzales.  
We pray for all those seeking the 
religious life and hope that our 
small gifts provides them with 
assurance that many are rooting 
for their success. 

OUR COUNCIL CONTINUES TO PROVIDE 
TANGIBLE SUPPORT IN MANY AREAS!

CHURCH 42% 

COUNCIL 20%

YOUTH 12%

COMMUNITY 15%

FAMILY 4%

CULTURE OF LIFE 7%

2017-2018
COUNCIL 9681 

SERVICE ACTIVITIES



In other support, to our church we have helped with altar flowers, special celebrations, such 
as the Blue Mass and Our Lady of Guadalupe, and donated money to help parishioners 
cover retreat fees.  We were also able to help a family in need at Christmas-time through 
the generosity of many in our council.  We will continue to look to serve our parish priests 
and our church in any way we can and often times our financial assistance is what is most 
needed. Through the hard work of everyone in our council, we have been very fortunate to 
be able to act when we are called upon. 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
This past year, 15% of our charitable donations went 
towards our Community Service Programs.    Each year 
at Thanksgiving, we have called upon the community 
to help collect food items for holiday food baskets.  The 
council purchased over $1,200 in turkeys and hams to 
provide over 2 dozen baskets for needy families.  We have 
also supported youth sports teams, St. Vincent de Paul, 
and the City of Converse with financial support to help 
them with needs within the community. 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES
The youth of St. Monica has always been an important 
emphasis for our council activities and we were very 
proud to donate a combined $1,500 from the proceeds of 
the 2018 Fish Fry to the Youth Programs of the parish, 
including the Religious Education and Confirmation 
Programs, the High School and Middle School Youth 
Groups and the G.L.O.W. Program.  We understand the 
future of our church depends on fostering strong faith in 
our young people, and we will continue to seek new ways 
to engage with them. 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES
The Knights have always been a fraternal FAMILY 
organization and it is through our families that we make up 
the domestic church.  The activities we have that are geared 
towards strengthening the families of our council will remain 
essential to our success as a place where men can be leaders 
for the parish.  We know that without the support of our 
spouses and our children, the Knights could not do what we 

do.  We look to continue to provide 
opportunities to be with our families 
through social and spiritual events.  

CULTURE OF LIFE ACTIVITIES
The Guadalupe Home will always be a focal point of our council’s 
fund raising activities.  The critical function that this ministry provides 
the mothers and babies a safe place and renewed hope for the future. 
We are very dedicated to continuing our support of this ministry.



Feast Day of 

Join us in celebrating a Special Mass and 
  Fun Fellowship in honor of our Patron Saint:

Saturday August 25, 2018
5:00 pm A HOLY ROSARY in honor  
   of Monica of Hippo and for 
   the good of all in our parish

5:30 pm    A SOLEMN MASS with 
   procession of ministry banners 

6:30-11 pm FREE food, music, 
   and dancing in the parish hall! 

Let’s invite EVERYONE from our church
to share in this awesome event!

St. Monica Catholic Church
501 North Street
Converse, TX 78109
(210) 658-3816

More details are available at 
www.saintmonicaconverse.net/

feastday

ST. MONICA

Breakfast will be served 
on the 2nd Sunday of 
every month starting 

on September 9!
Come out to help us 

cook and/or bring 
the family to eat!!



Contact Tony Canez or Thomas Cantu to take 
this important step towards Full Knighthood!

We are 
looking for 
help from 

our members 
with 

donations of 
prizes, liquor 
bottles, and 

beer/wine for 
the event.

If you can 
help, please 

contact 
Tony Canez

(210) 857-0789



COUNCIL #9681 - CALENDAR OF EVENTS
AUG-SEP 2018
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August
 8/6 - Hector Castellanos  

 8/7 - Julio Zamago  

 8/10 - Samuel Garcia Jr.  

 - Hector Lozada-Principe  

 8/11 - John W Lauby Jr.  

 8/13 - Shawn Ramirez  

 8/14 - Thomas J Kielbasa

 

8/17 - Wilfredo Del Montano  

 - Milton J Ploch  

8/20 - Sergio Aguilar  

  - Robert J Welch  

8/22 - John R Putalavage  

8/24 - Peter Laracuente  

8/26 - Trinidad Cantu  

8/27 - J T Waggoner  

8/30 - Luis M Garcia
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September
9/2 -  Gil S Chagoya  

  - Rev Thomas S Foley  

9/4 - John W Lauby  

 - Brendan M Sheehan  

9/6 - Adrian D Galaviz  

9/9 - Peter J Sotire  

9/10 - PGK Rafael Diaz  

9/11 - PGK Robert Gentner  

9/13 - Thomas G Cantu  

 - John B Miller  

9/1 - Dcn Jack Karam  

 - Sebastian Rodriguez  

9/16 - Lyle M Pearce  

9/22 - Brian A Gonzales  

 - Barney L Ross Jr  

9/24 - Nicholas Villado  

9/25 - Jerome F Syring  

9/28 - Martin T Rodriguez  

9/29 - Charles C Rehome  

9/30 - Lane M Bourgeois  

 - Robert J Dixon  

  - John A Ramon  

 - Tony M Trevino Jr  



 

Florencio “Semi” Ybarra

January 22, 1950 - May 8, 2018

FLORENCIO T. “SEMI” YBARRA, passed away on May 8, 2018 at the age of 68. 
He was born on January 22, 1950 and records from Supreme indicate that 
Semi was a member of the Knights for nearly 30 years.  He joined our council 
over 5 years ago and frequently attended council meetings.   Florencio will 
always be remembered for sharing a harrowing story after attending a 
council meeting, where he described a very serious accident that, by the 
Grace of God, he was able to survive.  The account ended with him su�erning 
amnesia, but he was able to recall that he was a member of the Knights of 
Columbus.   

Florencio’s health and other commitments may have kept him away from our 
council activities in recent years, and his passing reminds us that we should 
be mindful of all our Brothers and pray for their well being; especially for the 
men we have not seen in a while.  We pray that for the repose of his soul and  
that our Brother Semi is rejoicing in the arms of Our Heavenly Father and 
reunited with all his loved ones who preceded him in death.  
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 Onufry “OA” Cielencki

June 11, 1931 - July 24, 2018

ONUFRY A. CIELENCKI, passed away peacefully in 
San Antonio, Texas on July 24, 2018 at the age of 
87. Born June 11, 1931 in St. Hedwig, Texas to 

Stanley and Otilia Cielencki who preceded him in death. Onufry’s life was 
devoted to his family. He shared the joy of hunting and �shing with his 
children. Onufry had a kinship with agriculture, instilling the love of farming 
and raising cattle with his four children. Spare time meant family time to 
Onufry. He shared his life and these passions with his wife, Wilma, of 62 years, 
of whom survives him in death. Also survived by his daughter, Lisa Cielencki 
(Elwood); his sons, Douglas Cielencki (Diann), Scott Cielencki (Sallye), and 
Charles Cielencki (Cayla) as well as his brother, Justin Cielencki, the last 
surviving sibling of 11 children. Onufry was a very active Grandpa to his 
seven grandchildren, Zachary, Josh, Brittany, Kyle, Shelby, Cordell and Clair, 
and 2 great grandchildren, McKenzie and Kaitlyn. Onufry also leaves behind 
numerous nieces and nephews, brother & sister in-laws and many lifelong 
friends. He served in the US Army in the Signal Corp in Korea during the 
Korean War. He attained the rank of Sta¡ Sargent within one year of enlisting. 
He was proud of being a Veteran. Following the war, Onufry pursued a career 
which spanned over 40 years. A hard worker and loyal employee, he worked 
for Sunbeam Bread for over 15 years, followed by Eurpac for 28 years until he 
retired. Onufry was a Member of the Knights of Columbus and the American 
Legion. He will be remembered for his entertaining stories. Visitation was 
held on July 27, 2018 at the Schertz Funeral Home, where a Rosary was 
recited. Funeral Mass was held on July 28, 2018 at 10:00am, at the 
Annunciation of Our Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church in St. Hedwig, TX, 
followed by the interment at the church cemetery. Donations in lieu of 
¦owers may be made to Cal Farley Boy’s Ranch, P.O. Box 1890, Amarillo, TX 
79174 or Annunciation of Our Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church, 41011 FM 
1346, St. Hedwig, Tx 78152 or St Monica Catholic Church, 501 North Street, 
Converse Tx 78109.



REMEMBER TO PRAY
FOR THE HEALTH AND HEALING OF OUR BRETHREN, FAMILIES, 

SOLDIERS, POLITICIANS, OUR PRIESTS, AND RELIGIOUS, AND FOR 
THE SOULS OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED.

In Remembrance
Please continue prayers for the repose of the souls of St. Monica's deceased 

Knights of Columbus members and their families.
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Idelfonso Pillot-PGK Jul-90
Robert L Price  Aug-92
Rudolph C Canales  Feb-93
Charles Fisher  Jun-93
William Churchill  Jan-94
Gilbert Poore  Apr-97
Alfred Hernandez  Sep-98
Robert Frost   Mar-01
Phil M DiPiero  Oct-01
Abel A Sanchez  Apr-02
John Garcia   Aug-03
Bill Wallace   Nov-03
Wilfred Ott   Dec-03
John Zavoski-PGK  Dec-03
Morris Flaningan  Jun-04
Joseph Mans�eld  Jul-04
Richard W Rea  Oct-06
William Nelson  Sep-07
Mario G Henriquez  Apr-08
Wilson Pete�sh-PGK Feb-09
Ivan Robinson  Oct-09
Charles Cook  Sep-11
Wayne K Travis  Sep-11
Mark B Singer  Nov-11
Patrick Schmidt  Mar-12
Seveiano Delgado  Aug-13
Garthwait Gilluly  Sep-13
Doroteo Flores  Feb-14
Jose Aguilar   Jun-14
Juan Deleon   Apr-15
Luis T Flores   Apr-15
Alfredo "Al" Alvarez Dec-15
Gary Allen Rogers  Apr-16
Theodore Pathan Prieto Aug-16
Florencio T Ybarra  May-18
Onufruy “O.A.” Cielencki Jul-18

O Almighty God, Who by the love which You have for men, 
have willed to take our humanity, to live a life of hard work, 
to su�er a most cruel Passion, and �nally to die on a Cross. I 

beseech You, by the in�nite merits purchased for us with 
Your Precious Blood, look mercifully on the su�ering  

which is endured by the holy sould of Purgatory. Accept, O 
merciful God, the prayers which I o�er for them to the 

glory of heaven.  I commend to You, the souls of my 
relatives, friends, and benefactors, and in a special manner 

of those to whom I may have provided an occasion of sin 
by my bad example.

Most Holy Virgin, Mother of Mercy, Comforter of the 
A�icted , intercede for those souls, that, by your powerful 
intercession, they may be admitted to enjoy that kingdom 
which is prepared for them. We ask this through your son, 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.


